Padma Shri

SHRI RADHAKRISHNAN DEVASENAPATHY STHAPATHY

Shri Radhakrishnan Devasenapathy Sthapathy belongs to 34" generation of the family of
sthapathis, known for their contribution to temple construction and sculpture such as in
Brihadeeswrar Temple and bronze icons at Swaimimalai (one of the abodes of Lord Sri Murugan) at
Thanjavur.

2. Born on 30" July 1960, Shri Sthapathy learned traditional Panchaloka sculpture in the
Gurukulavasam tradition from a young age from his father Late Shri S. Devasenapathy Sthapathy, a
traditional sculptor from Swamimaiai who received the President of India Award in 1984. After
completing his schooling (SSLC), he studied under Padma Bhushan awardee Shri V. Ganapathi
Sthapathy, Principal of the Tamil Nadu College of Sculpture and Architecture in Mamallapuram,
where he learned temple construction and sculpture. After his father's demise, he became the Chief
Sculptor at S. Devasenapathy Sthapathy Sons in Swamimaiai and has been creating Panchaloka idols
for many temples.

3. The following main Panchaloka idols were created by him;1) 27-foot Sri Nataraja statue in
Ashtadhatu (eight metals: Copper, Brass, Lead, Silver, Gold, Tin, Mercury, and Iron). The statue
weighs 18 tons. The Sri Nataraja statue is installed in front of Bharat Mandapam, Pragati Maidan, the
venue of the G20 Leaders' Summit in New Delhi. The statue has a height of 27 feet and a width of 21.5
feet. It is the world's largest Nataraja statue created using the traditional Lost Wax Process method
(single casting); 2) Three 6' Feet Bharatha Madha Statue for "yegathma yagyam" - 1" National ratha
yathra order given by Vishwa Hindu Parishath, RK Puram, New Delhi; 3) 2.5' feet Gnaratha Murugan
for Ratha Yathra ordered by Vishwa Hindu Parishath, Tamilnadu; 4) Swamimaiai Aruimiku
Swaminatha Swami Temple; Golden Rath Utsavar statue and Shri Arunagiri Nadhar Panchaloka
statue, Tamil Nadu; 5) Samayapuram Aruimiku Mariamman Temple: Golden Chariot Utsavar statue,
Tamil Nadu; 6) Thiruvanaikovil: Golden Chariot Utsavar statue, Tamil Nadu; 7) Sri Dattashanamurthy
and Sri Varagi Idols: Located in the Brihadeeswarar Temple,Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu; 8) Tirunelveli
Aruimiku Nellaiappar and Gandhimathi Mother: Utsava idol, Tamil Nadu; 9) Thiruvannamalai
Thirukarthikai: 5 feet copper pot two nos, Tamil Nadu; 10) Bangalore ISKCON Temple: Panchaloka
Krishna and Radha Moolavar Idols: 6 nos, 11) 15-tonne Sri Panchatattva: Five idols, each 10 feet tall,
at the ISKCON World Headquarters, Mayapur, West Bengal; 12) Sri Anjaneya: Located in Sri Murugan
Temple, London; 13) Sri Ayyappan Panchaloka Utsavar Statue: In Sri Balaji Temple, Birmingham,
London; 14) Sri Abhirami Buttar: Sri Panchaloka idol at Thirukkadaiyur Shree Amrithakateswarar
Temple, Tamil Nadu; 15) Sri Perumal and Sri Mariamman Temple: Panchaloka Utsavar statue erected
at a port in Sri Lanka;16) 9 Feet Vijayan (Dwara Balakar) Panchaloka Statue: Placed on the steps of
Srimushnam Aruimiku Bhuvaraghava Perumal Temple, Tamil Nadu;17) Sri Sanmukha Swami
Panchaloka Utsavar Statue: Set in Ratnagiri Aruimiku Balamurugan Temple, Tamil Nadu; 18) 108
Sivadandava Panchaloka Sculptures: Located on Hawaii Island, USA.

4. Shri Sthapathy's talent was recognized when the then Prime Minister of India, Dr. Manmohan
Singh, praised him as the Best Sculptor of India during the State Bank of India's bicentennial function

in Mumbai on 4" June, 2005.
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